FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
new types of communes, and should teach the peasantry in the
hard school of discipline that they had responsibilities to the
revolution as well as privileges."1
Their task was not easy, but they steadily won through. Mr.
Price concluded: "Little by little during the summer of 1918
these committees grew in the western and central provinces.
They got their members elected on to the local Soviets, removed
speculators and the rich farmer element that had crept into them,
took over the administration of the corn requisitioning, and began
to establish the new labour communes." Despite the attacks of
the "Whites" equipped and financed by both German and Allied
Governments, despite foreign armed intervention and the blockade,
the Soviet Government began to lay the industrial and agricultural
foundations of what is now the powerful Soviet Union.
Revolutionary Constitutional changes were also inaugurated on
July 10, 1918, when the fifth All-Russian Congress of Soviets
adopted the Constitution of the R.S.F.S.R. (Russian Socialist
Federal Soviet Republic).
A short explanation of the structure of the Soviets at that time
may not be out of place. To begin at the base. The smallest unit
was the village Soviet, and the next in order the volost Soviet.
The volost Soviet was somewhat similar to a British Rural District
Council.
The next in the scale above the volost was the uyezd, which
was somewhat analogous to an English shire, but the members of
the uyezd Soviet included not only the representatives of all the
volosts in the district, but also representatives of all the towns in
the uyezd with populations not exceeding 10,000 each.
Next in order was the gubernia Soviet, comprised of repre-
sentatives of each uyezd, together with representatives of each
town in the province with populations of over 10,000, but less
than 25,000, one representative being elected for every 2,000
inhabitants.
The top of the pyramid was the All-Russian Congress of Soviets
1 Capitalist Europe and Socialist Russia.
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